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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3751 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PDEV, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: COMMENTS BY BRITISH ARMY OFFICER 

REF: PRETORIA 3539 

1 . EMBASSY PRETORIA POLCON HAD DINNER IN SALISBURY 
JUNE 15 WITH BRITISH ARMY COLONEL JEREMY REILLY. REFTEL 
REPORTED MAJOR ASPECTS OF REILLY'S OFFICIAL REPORT ON HIS 
10-DAY INVESTIGATION OF THE SECURITY SITUATION. FOLLOWING 
ARE SEVERAL ADDITIONAL COMMENTS MADE BY REILLY. 

2. REILLY, WHO IS AN AIDE TO LORD CARVER, SAID THAT, WHILE 
BOTH SITHOLE’S AND MUZOREWA'S ORGANIZATIONS WERE PARTI- 
CIPATING IN THE EFFORT TO TURN AROUND GUERRILLAS, THE 
FORMER WAS MAKING THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTION. REILLY 
THOUGHT THAT THE PROGRAM AIMED AT BRINGING THE 
GUERRILLAS IN WAS A PROMISING ONE BUT NEEDED FIVE 
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YEARS RATHER THAN A FEW MONTHS TO ACHIEVE. REILLY 
THOUGHT THAT MOST OF THE FIVE TO SIX THOUSAND GUERRILLAS 
IN THE COUNTRY WERE INACTIVE AND TOOK FEW CHANCES, 

CONCENTRATING INSTEAD ON SOFT TARGETS. MANY GUERRILLA 
UNITS, HE BELIEVED, HAD TURNED INTO BRIGANDS AND EVEN 
IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT JOINED IN THE SETTLEMENT IT 
WOULD BE SOMETIME BEFORE SECURITY COULD BE RESTORED 
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THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

3. ACCORDING TO REILLY, THE RHODESIAN MILITARY BELIEVES 
IN A DUAL APPROACH INCLUDING EFFORTS TO WIN THE 
GUERRILLAS OVER WITH BLANDISHMENTS WHILE AT THE 

SAME TIME HITTING THEM HARD MILITARILY. HE BELIEVED MORALE 
WAS REASONABLY GOOD IN THE RHODESIAN MILITARY, BUT 
HE WAS SURPRISED AT THE NUMBER OF EXPATRIATE OFFICERS 
AND NCO S THE OFFICERS ARE WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE 
BUT COMMITTED TO MAKING THE INTERNAL AGREEMENT WORK. 

IN PARTICULAR, HE SAID, THEY ATTACH IMPORTANCE TO MEETING 
THE DEC. 31 INDEPENDENCE TARGET DATE. THE MILITARY, 

HE SAID, VERY MUCH WANT NKOMO BACK BUT ARE NOT SURE 
HOW IT CAN BE DONE. MILITARY OFFICERS DREAD 
THE IDEA OF A MUZOREWA-LED GOVERNMENT, BELIEVING IT 
WOULD BE GROSSLY INEPT. 

4. REILLY SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A RECENT CUT-BACK 
IN THE CALL-UP TIME FOR WHITE CITIZENS. THIS WAS A 
RESULT PRIMARILY OF THE CONTINUED RECRUITMENT OF 
MORE BLACKS. REILLY WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE ENORMOUS 
COST OF THE WAR EFFORT AND SPECULATED THAT THE 
RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT MUST BE BORROWING HEAVILY FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
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